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INTRODUCTION

hitehaven has in recent vears

seen significant investment

in its bl emvironment. The
“whither Whitehaven' sttuanon of the late
sixties has been addressed to a considerable
extent, initially by the designation of virtually
the whole of the town centre as a
conservation arca mn 1969, followed by a
comprehensive restoranon programme

which continues into the nineties,

The restoration experience has been an
enlightening one for Whirchaven, producing
as it has, an appreciation of the umigueness af
the place, and a natural insonce for what is

good and worthy of conservaton,

The town centre in particular has beneficted
from chis experience. People have returned 1o
restored town housing and in so doing have
broughr a new spiric and viralicy 1o the place.
Living afongside, ¢lose to, or above the shops
in the town centre, they have emphasised the
special character of Whirehaven as a town o
fwe i, and nor just @ plm:ﬂ il work, shopping
and recredation,

The latter activities are of course important

in their own righr and the enhancemenr of

the housing seock within the conservation

arest has tetided to highlight the somewhat
haphazard way in which the shopping areas
of the town have developed over the

same period,

Wit has become clear in chis conrexr is the
diversity of shops and other commercial
outlets which exist as parr of the built
environment wichin the conservation

area - and it is rowards the shops, and

shop fronts in particalar, thar this
publication is directed.

Whilst a number of undistnguished modern
shop fronms have been installed over the
years, there soill exist many examples of good
original shop fronts, some partiallv covered
over, bur nevertheless in place,

It 35 g0 these that we look, and from which
we. canl dreaw inspiration, when planning new

shopfronts or renewing existng.

I a sense then, this 1s not so much

a “design guide” as a series of obsesvations on
whar exists, which may be helptul
maintaining and improving the quality of
the shop fronts, together with the asociared
design features such as advernsing and

signage within the Conservation area,




EXISTING S HOP FRONTS

Whitehaven has, within the town centre, a considerable variety of different srvles of shop front.
In judging their quality, we are looking to those which contribute to the characeer of the building
and streetscape to which they relare. Sadly, many of the modern shop fronts do not meet this
criteria and we generally find the older ones o be those worth retaining,

[

Many modern shopfrones do not relate well In contrast a traditional shoptront in
to the building which they occupy, often due harmony with the upper floors can make 3
[} COFPOTALE IMARE TequiremenTs. positive contribution 1o the ownscape.

Whitehaven has a wealth of published material abour its pase, which can often be of grear
henefit in determining whether an existing shopfront is indeed original and worthy of
retention of restoration. Ofd photographs can sometimes help - a5 was the case in the above
example where a comer doorway was reinstated, together with various other derails gleaned

from photographic research,
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Many good quahity original shop fronts in
Whirehaven are virtually intact, and often
only minimal repairs are required 1o restore
them fully, Tf features or details are missing,
then it is important thar they be replaced as
accurately as possible,

It should be nored however thar the
shopfront does not have o be of intricate
or complicared derailing ro be good qualiry
often it is the simple fronts which, along
with their neighbours, make up the good
SLTCCISCaApes.

Chualicy shopfront complete with original
blind, individual fanlighs design, curved
display windows, security gates and tiled
floor to door insct. Also note simple
approach 1o signage.

Good shopfrones seldom need anvthing
adding to them. There are a number of
examples in Whitchaven of original
shopfronts having been altered in recent
vears, often by fitting a modern fascia over
the onpinal, This was no doubr seen as an
“improvement’, but in almost all mstances i
15 a clear case of ‘cover up, and i to be
discouraged. Indeed mosc of the shops on
which this has been done would be
considerably improved by the removal of
the covering material and reinstatement

of the original.

Two examples of traditional shopfrongs, both
with some good original derails, which have

luse much of their character through
insensitive alterations, particularly o
Fascias,

Retention/repair of good shopfronts then, 1s to be encouraged, this approach having the
advantage of not only restoring the original, but is usually by far the cheapest option, certainly as
compared to total replacement. The essence of good shop front design, &s thar it should be
respectful of, and should relate o, both the building of which it is an element, and the street

scape within which that building is locared.




REPLACEMENT

S HOP FRONTS

Sometimes, the original shopfront will have
dereriorared o such an extent char it s
beyond effective repair and requires to

be replaced.

If replacement as original is generally
accepred as the correct stvle for the babding,
then ir should be an accurare replica in every
respect, particularly in the detailing, Tt is all
ton easy for replacement shopironts to have
the general proportions of the original,

but to tgnore the finer derails, thus losing
much of their characrer.

On replacement shopfronts ... good detailing
is critical

Careful observation of existing shopfronts
can be helpful in establishing good design
principles and detafing,

Choice of materials and finishes for
replacement shopfronts 15 important, Painced
rimtber is rraditional to Whitehaven, and is
preferable to staining. The use of plastcs and
other reflective materials is generally 1o be
avoided,

There will also be sitnations where although
a shopfront is in place, it is of poor modern
style and guite unsympachetic o the building
to which it belongs. In such cases,
replacement with a more appropriate design
of shopfront will be encouraged. In trying to
estiablish the design, the first recourse shouold
be to local sources of archival photographs in
which an early phorograph of the building i
question may be traced, This is always a good
basis for the replacement, but again the
quality of the derailing is critical 1o the
successful outcome, This can be helped by
careful observarion of existing shopfronts of
similar style, and noting the detailed features,
These can then, with care, be incorporated
inter the new shopfront design,




Traditional detailing of cornices, fascias,
capitals and pilasters should be noted and
respected. Modern imitations often lack
depth and avthenticity of derail.

Drecorative stuceo
festires are often
irreptaceable and
are well worthy
of retention andl
restoranon where
RECESSALY,
Specialise
EXPerLise 15
essential in waork
of this nature,

Whirchaven shopfronts are well endowed
with unique fearures. Attention ta keeping
thesa intact and in good repair will contribute
significantdy ta che overall character of the
buildings to which they relare.
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Where shops require protection from
sunlight this should be achieved by
weaditiomal blinds, which reerace into che
tascia when not in use. This example s on a
rather more recent Whitehaven shopfront,
where the use of black and chrome materials
has resulted in an interesting facade of some
historic interest, cven though it is not
‘mraditional’ in the accepted sense.

Window mullions are an
important fearure of many
shopfronrs and rradidonal
detailing was often guire
delicate and armate.

ne element of

traditional shopfronts and vary from simple
render, oo more ornate timber or stonework.
Care miust be taken in choice of finish for
new shopfronts,
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The current trend for canopies or dutch
blinds, often fitted to increase adverrising
spuce, is alien to the Whirchaven streetscape,
intraducing as it does a feanire quire
uritraditional to the buildings. The
installation of such additions o buildings
within the Conservation Area, will, in normal
circumstances, be actively discouraged,

Security of shops is an mcreasing problem in
todays society. Tradittonally, removable
rimbeer shutrers were somenimes used o
protect glazing. The modern equivalent,
firting of metal external shutters, has a
considerable demmmental effect on the
characrer of che rraditional shopfrant, and
the use of internal gri”-e;:r_u1 topether with
larminared glass windows, 1s a much preferred
opticn, This can be achieved without ary
obtrusive external shurter boxes, and still
allovars window diﬁpin}'h 1 be seen out of
normal shopping hours,

Signage and lerrering on shoplironts requires
careful consideration. Traditionakly lettering
was painted on the fairly narrow fascia,
which gave a correct sense of proportion
within the roral frontage. The modern trend
towards excessively deep fascias, wich large
plastic lemtering, does nothing for the overall
design, and is quite unnecessary in pracrical
Terms,

External lighting to shopfronts requires
careful consideracion. [Hlomirared box
signige is to be discouraged, and the more
tradirional hanging or projecting sign with an
external source of highting will be preferred.

Excessive advertising is generally out of place
on shop fronts, and the pracrice of filling
windows with strongly coloured posters only
leads ro confusion and has a detrimental
impact on the streetscape,




ROBINSONS

HITRDA Wi e i

Traditional shepfronts are an imporeant painted signage and arteactive interiors, s
element in the Whitehaven townscape, and possible in this day and age and successful
are 1o he valued and retained in their original schemes can concribore much ta the

stare where possible, enhancement of the Conservanon Area and

Careful restoration of traditional shopfrons, to the general well being of Whitehaven,

with specific attention o existing detailing,

This publication has been designed to encourage careful observation of the rich heritage which exists
within the built environment of Whirehaven, and particularly in regard to shop properties.
Much remains 1o be done in the repair and restoration process, and before embarking on any project,
progeny owners are strongly advised 1o discuss proposals wich the Jocal planning authority
and, where appropriate, seek professional advice.

Plinning officers can be conracted ar Copeland Borongh Council,

Catherine Street, Whitchaven, Combria CA2Z8 TNY, Telephone 0%46 693111
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